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help of Mr. Moris, the judge to whom my friend and well-wisher Master
Minchen of Calcutta sent a letter of introduction. This brought me in touch
with all the European officers here and my work here could be completed very
easily, by the grace of God almighty.
After completing the offering of Pindas at Vishnu Pada. a cow has
to be given as charity to the Gayavali. There are a number of dharmasalas
constructed around the temple where pilgrims who could not find accommo-
dation inside the temple, perform the ceremonial rites; wherever these rites
are performed the Pindas are brought and placed on the footprint mark of
Vishnu.
On the tenth day to round off Gaya pilgrimage tour, Sradha has to
be performed under a Banyan tree. So, all the required things are carried to
the dharmasala constructed near the undecaying Banyan tree (Akshyavata}
and after cooking is over ceremonial rites are performed. Gayavalis alone
will have to attend the ceremonial feasts for Plialgu, Vishnupa and Aksha-
yavata Sradhas and hence it took a long time for them to come. Most of them
take tiffin early in the morning before coming to Sradha meals. There is no
principle for them that while attending one sacred meal they should not eat
anything before that meal. They generally chew betelnut while coming to
attend a sacred meal and they take a bath at home and change their clothings
before sitting for meals. It is a custom amongst Pancha Dravidas and other
Brahmins including ladies living in Hindustan to wear silk linen and woollen
clothes while taking meals and they consider people who wear cotton clothes
as unclean and hence perhaps Gayavalis also follow- the same custom.
There is a compound wall surrounding the c Akshyavata 5 with one
opening. Except to the Preta mountain and Rama mountain, any number of
guests can be taken for the ceremonial feasts. People can go to those places
whenever they want and pay their obeisance and come back. The tickets
issued by the Government for performing the religious rites at various places
must be returned to the attending peons stationed at every place and pay them
one paisa per ticket. The Akshyavata started drying up from several layers
inside but when some new trees were brought to be planted there, to the sur-
prise of all, it appears that new tender branches started coming up from the
centre of the dried up roots. I am fortunate to have witnessed that sight
during my trip this time. At the time of per forming vat asradha special Pinda
offerings must be made at two other sacred places known as Rukminigundam
and Gadaiola.